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Beloved, we are not saved by any work done in us, but for 
what CHRIST has done for us. Complete in Him, not by our 
faith holding Him, but by His grace holding us. 


ASSURANCE FOR EVER 


“... THE WORK OF RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE PEACE; AND THE EFFECT OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS QUIETNESS AND ASSURANCE FOR EVER.” (ISAIAH 32:17) 


The only exchange of words that has ever brought peace to my heart are 
those words exchanged in the covenant of grace. The words exchanged 
between the Father and the Son on behalf of His blessed People. Our 
heavenly Father commands us to behold His Son and hear Him. 


The Father declares of His Son and all His blessed people in Him. 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” (MATTHEW 3:17) 
The Son declares to the Father “Behold | and the children which God 
hath given me.” — “Those that thou gavest me | have kept, and none of 
them is lost.” (HEBREWS 2:13, JOHN 17:12) 


From before the foundation of the world, we hear each blessed clause, 
each blessed sentence of the covenant, exchanged between the Father and 
the Son, and delivered to the believing heart by the Holy Spirit to His people. 


How prone we are to try and find assurance in the words of others. Or 
worse yet, to try and give it to others with our own! Beloved, we'll only 
find peace, quietness, and assurance forever believing the words 
exchanged by and within our covenant God, who changeth not. Words 


exchanged between the Father, His Son, and blessed to the hearts of 
His people by the Holy Spirit. Beloved, He sweareth to his own hurt, and 
changeth not — he declares to you elect of God — “/ have loved thee 
with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have | drawn thee.” “! 
am the LORD, | change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed.” (PSALM 15:4, JEREMIAH 31:3, MALACHI 3:6) 


LORD deliver us from looking to ourselves. Cause us “to put our trust 
in HIM.” Grant us to hear the well pleasing voice of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, declaring to us once again through the gospel of our 
salvation, that everything this poor undeserving sinner needs to be 
saved before a Holy God, has been freely and graciously supplied in 
and by CHRIST. Our Lord declares “/ GIVE unto them ETERNAL LIFE; 
and THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH, neither shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand.” Beloved, no man shall pluck us out of the hands of our 
Father and His beloved Son. Believer, you can’t even pluck yourself out 
of the hands of our God; you are sealed by His Holy Spirit and are His 
Son’s purchased possession. 


Everything | must be to be saved, he has graciously made me in the 
flesh of a man. Not in my flesh, but in the flesh and Spirit of His Son, 
which | now walk after by His grace. Beloved, “7here is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit.” (ROMANS 8:1) 


God grant, both the writer and the reader, grace to behold that the 
only work that effects assurance to the hearts of His people, is not 
any work done in our flesh, but rather the righteous finished work of 
Christ — fulfilling GOD’s LAW on our behalf. On the cross where our 
blessed Saviour died, He hath purchased [us] with his own blood. The 
punishing, bloody propitious death of our Lord that paid the penalty of 
all our unholy sins. And with that righteous life He lived as a man, and 
now He is risen, and ever lives at the righthand of the Father, fulfilling 
every demand God requires of me for holiness. God grant, both the 
writer and reader help! Lord | believe, help my unbelief. Beloved, HE 
has accomplished and finished the work of our salvation! Amen. 
(ISAIAH 40:1-2, HEBREWS 4:3 ) PASTOR 


“AND ONE OF THE ELDERS ANSWERED, SAYING UNTO ME, WHAT ARE THESE 
WHICH ARE ARRAYED IN WHITE ROBES? AND WHENCE CAME THEY? AND | SAID 
UNTO HIM, SIR, THOU KNOWEST. AND HE SAID TO ME, THESE ARE THEY WHICH 

CAME OUT OF GREAT TRIBULATION, AND HAVE WASHED THEIR ROBES, AND MADE 
THEM WHITE IN THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB.” (REVELATION 7:13-14) 


“1 CAME NOT WITH EXCELLENCY OF SPEECH” 


“..NOT WITH EXCELLENCY OF SPEECH OR OF WISDOM...” 
(1 CORINTHIANS 2:1) 


A gospel sermon is not a work of art, or a display of human 
knowledge. It is a plain and simple declaration of the truth of GOD. It 
will be quite boring to those who have no interest in CHRIST. The 
reading of a will would be mind-numbing legalese unless you are a 
beneficiary. So the gospel message is of no consequence save to those 
who are joint-heirs with JESUS CHRIST. 


There is a tendency toward making the gospel interesting or novel, and 
this is why Paul highlights this specific determination not to. But fleshly 
displays of human wisdom or art only make the message interesting to 
the self-righteous. A real sinner finds nothing of more interest than the 
simple truth of GOD being merciful to sinners in CHRIST. 


A real sinner is riveted by the news that there is mercy even for the 
most foul and foolish. A real sinner is enthralled to hear that grace is free 
and that the precious blood of CHRIST is effectual to save to the 
uttermost all who come to GOD by him. The language you use will, in 
the end, be appropriate to the audience to whom you speak. The 
“Greeks” will always want human philosophy and “deep” studies of 
words and ideas, and to take “stances” on points of doctrine. The 
“Jews” will always seek the sensational, emotional, and that which 
impresses the senses. But those who are the called of GOD, whether 
Jew or Greek, will need and demand CHRIST, who is to them the 
wisdom and power of GOD himself. PASTOR CHRIS CUNNINGHAM 


DAILY MANNA 


“...MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE, BUT BY EVERY WORD OF GOD.” 
(LUKE 4:4) 


What would you think of a man who sat down to his Sunday dinner 
and tried to eat sufficient then, at one meal, to last him for the whole 
week? And yet that is precisely the method followed by multitudes of 
people with their spiritual food. The only time they get an adequate 
spiritual meal is on Sunday, and they make that last them for the 
remainder of the week. Is there any wonder that so many Christians 
are weak and sickly! O let us face the fact that our souls are in urgent 
need of a daily supply of the Bread of Life. Whatever else be left 
undone, let us see to it that we regularly feed on the spiritual manna. 


PASTOR ARTHUR PINK 


